
[P
rologue] 

B
rothers, you press m

e to
 begin an account o

f the m
iracles anci \ilorlts of the 

virgin R
rigid, o

f blessed m
em

ory. I '1111 to
 take heed o

f the esaniple of m
en 

o
f learning and to

 consult ivritten docum
ents as w

rell as people's niernories. 
T

his task w
hich you have i~

n
p

o
sed

 o11 m
c involves a difficult and dclicate 

subject, an
d

 I arn poorly cquippcd for it because o
f ni!? in

ad
ecl~

~
~

~
c!,, 

m
y 

ignorance an
d

 m
y lack o

f capacity to
 express m

yself. H
o\+

.c\.er, G
od has 

the pow
er to

 m
dce m

~
lch

 of little, as n
~

h
en

 he filled the poor \vido\vls house 
from

 a d
ro

p
 o

f oil an
d

 a handfill of m
eal. 

I m
ust therefore be content to

 clo as I am
 told, since I ~

lndcrtalte this ,lt 
your bidcling. So-to 

a\'oid the f~
~

u
lt 

o
f clisobedicnce-I 

propose to
 try to

 
rescue from

 obscurit!. 
and 'Irnhiguity so

m
e sm

all part o
f that extensive 

tradition \\.hich has been p'lssed 
do\\.n by people ivho arc greater an

d
 

m
ore learned than I am

. 
In this w

ay, a11 eyes nla!. 
see clearly thc great qualities o

f that irirgin, 
w

h
o

 flourished in \.irtuc. N
o

t that m
y m

em
ory, m

y indifferent talent and 
m

y rustic style o
f \i/riting arc adequate for the perform

ance o
f so

 great ,I 
task; b

u
t your cheerful faith an

d
 sustai~

lcd prayer can help to
 m

ake goocl 
the author's deficiencies. 

T
h

e w
o

m
an

 o
f w

h
o

m
 I tell, th

en
, grew

 in virtue, rem
arkably, an

d
 tlic 

fam
e o

f her good deeds attracted innum
erable people o

f b
o

th
 seses to

 
conle from

 all the territories o
f Ireland and gather to

 her, w
illingly nialung 

their votive offerings. B
ecause o

f this, she establisheel a m
onastery-on 

the 
firm

 foundation o
f the faith-in 

th
e o

p
en

 expanses o
f the plain o

f L
ife 

[n
o

rth
 C

o. IC
ildare]. It is the head o

f \,irtually ,111 
the Irish churches an

d
 

occupies tlie first place, excelling all the n
~

o
n

astcries of th
e Irish. Its 

jurisdiction extends over the u.liolc land of Irclarld from
 sea to

 sea. 



H
er interest w

as to
 provide in all m

atters for th
e orderly direction of 

souls, and she w
as concerned ab

o
~

it the churches w
hich adhered to

 her in 
m

any territories. T
alting thought, she decided that she could not m

&
e her 

fo~
indation without a high priest u.ho could consecrate churches and confer 

orders o
n

 the clergy. S
he called o

n
 a h

m
o

u
s herm

it, clistinguishcd in e\.ery 
\tray, a m

an through ~
\.h

o
n

l Cod m
ade m

~
rch

 goodness m
anifest, to

 le;i\re 
his hernlitage and his solitary life and to

 com
e and join her in that place, 

so that he m
ight rule the ch~

lrch wit11 her in episcopal dignit); and so ensure 
that nothing o

f the priestly office \vould be lacking in her cstablishnlents. 
A

nd afterw
ards, this anointed principal o

f all the bishops, and B
rigid, 

m
ost blessed head of all the \from

en, built their church in happy partnership, 
guided by virtue. T

heir episcopal and fernillm
e see, like a fertrle vine expanciing 

ever!w
here 

in grow
ing branches, spread th

ro
u

g
h

o
u

t th
e w

hole island o
f 

Ireland. 
S

he contin~
res to

 r
~

~
le

 
(through a happy line of succession and a p

erp
en

~
d

 
cerem

onial) venerated by the archbishop o
f the Irish and by the abbess, as 

w
ell as by all the Irish abbesses. In conclusion, therefore (u

n
d

er pressure 
from

 the brothers, as I have said) I shall try to
 tell o

f this virgin B
rigid; 

both w
hat she accom

plished before she cam
e to

 her princely office and w
hat 

w
ere her m

arvellous attainm
ents afterw

ards. I shall m
ake every effort to

 
be succinct, even th

o
u

g
h

 m
y brevity m

ay lead to
 som

e confusion in the 
order in w

hich I narrate her w
onderful w

orks. 

'I'H
E

 
1

,IF
E

 O
t 

S'T
 

B
K

IC
iID

 

[H
er parentage] 

T
h

e holy R
rigid, w

hom
 G

od knew
 beforehand and \\,horn he predestined 

to
 be m

oulded in his im
age, w

as born in Ireland of noble C
hristian parents 

stem
m

ing from
 the g

o
o

d
 an

d
 m

ost accom
plished tribe o

f E
ochu.' H

er 
father w

as D
ubtach, her m

other B
roicsech. F

rom
 her childhood she w

as 
dedicated to

 goodness. C
hosen by G

o
d

, the girl w
as o

f sober m
anners, 

tnodcst and w
onianly, constantly im

proving her habit o
f life. 

W
ho could g

v
e a fi~

ll account of the w
orks she perform

ed at an early age? 
F

rom
 the innum

erable instances I shall select a feur and offer then1 by w
ay of 

exam
ple. 

[A
 w

onderful supply o
f butter] 

In course of tim
e, w

hen she cam
e o

f suitable age, her m
other sent her to

 the 
dair): to

 churn and m
ake butter from

 cow
s' m

ilk, so that she too w
ould serve 

in the san
e w

ay as the w
ornen \vho w

ere accustom
ed to

 engage in thts w
ork.2 

F
or a period she and the other w

om
en \verc left to them

selves. ,4t the end of- 
the period they \\.ere required to have produced a plentifiil return of m

ilk and 

- 
- 

- 

lid m
easures of churned butter. R

ut this beautifi~l ~naidcn, with her 
rous nature, chose to

 obey G
od r,lthcr thiun m

en. S
he g

~
\,c

 
tllc m

illz to
 

poor and to
 \vayfarers, and also hanctect o

~
~

t
 

the butter. A
t the cncl o

f this 
pcriod the tim

e cam
e for all to nldte a return oftheir dairy production; and 

duly cam
e to

 her turn. H
er co-\\rorlicrs could sllo\\, that they had f11fillt.d 

quota. T
h

e blessed virgi11 B
rigici \\!as aslied if she to

o
 c

o
~

~
ld

 
present the 

t of her labour. S
he hacl nothing to

 s
h

o
~

; 
lia\ing given all nnray to

 thc 
poor. She \\,as not allo\\-rd ;3,11y cste~

lsion of tim
e, and shc trem

bled \vith fear 
d

h
e

r m
other. B

urning \\.it11 the fire of a11 inextinguishable faith, she turned 
 to

 G
o

d
 in prayer. T

h
e L

ord heard the voice of thc m
aiden raised in pra).cr 

sponded \vitl~
out cielay. T

hrough the haunt\' o
f rhe dii~

ine \\rill, H
e

 
our help in adversity nnsw

.ered her hith in him
 b!, 

providing a plcntifill 
of bntter. M

an~
ellous to

 bcholci, at the very m
om

ent of the m
aiden's 

, not only w
as her quota seen to

 be filled, but her production \\.as 
to

 be m
uch greater than that of her fcllo\z~ u~

orkers. 
the\.; seeing w

ith their o
~

v
n

 eyes such a m
ighty m

arvel, praised the 
L

ord, w
h

o
 had done this, and thought it w

onderfill that such faith should 
have its base in R

rigid's virginal heart. 

[S
he takes the veil] 

N
o

t long after~
vards, her parents, in the ordinary n

.
3

~
 

o
fth

e urorld, \vished 
to betrothe her to

 a m
an. 13ut heaven inspired her to

 decide other~
vise: to 

present herself as a chaste \,irgin to G
od. She sought out the very holy bishop 

M
ac C

aille, of blessed m
em

ory. H
c w

as i~
npressed by her heavenly longi~

lgs, 
her m

odesty and her virginal love o
f chastin, and he veilecl her saintly head 

in a w
hite cloth. S

he w
ent clow

n o
n

 her knees in the prcsc~
lcc of G

od and 
the bishop, and she touched th

e w
ooden base that supported the altar. 

T
h

e w
ood retains to

 the present day the \c,onderfiil cffcct of that gesture 
long ago: it is as green as if the sap still flow

ed fiom
 the roots o

fa tlourishing 
tree, an

d
 as if the tree had n

o
t long ago been felled and stripped o

f its 
bark. E

ven today it cures infirm
ities and diseases o

fth
e faithful. 

[A
 w

oncicrful supply of' ~
o

r
k

 
] 

It seem
s right n

o
t to

 pass over another m
arvel w

hich this outstanding 
h

an
d

~
n

aid
 in the divine service is said to

 have kvorked. 
O

nce, \$.hen she \vas cooking pork in the boiling trough, a d
o

g
 cam

e 
faw

ning and begging, and she gave hinl the food o
u

t of'pit): 
B

ut w
hen 

the pork \\'as taken from
 the trough and divided am

ong the guests (just '1s 
if its quanti? 

had not been reduced), the am
ount in the trough \\,as found 

to
 be still undim

inished. T
hose \\rho saw

 this m
ar\relled at the girl, so full 

of m
erit, so outstarding in her detrotion to thc hith, and they rightly slxeaci 



L
H

er crops rem
ain dry in a rai~

rstortll] 

O
n

ce she gatlicrcd reapers and otlrcr \\lorkers to
 glcati her crops, b

~
t

 
as 

the!, 
asscn~

blcd, storm
 of rain cam

e o
n

 the hat-\rest. T
h

e ~
lin

 
porrrcd do\\.n 

in torrents all o
\

~
r

 
the s~

rrrounding territor!?, and stream
s of\\,ater gushed 

through thc gullcys ~
n

c
i ciitclies. H

er crops alone rem
ained dry, undisturbed 

by rain o
r storlil. \Z%

iIe a11 the reapers ttirougliout the surr-oundi~
lg region 

\\.ere unablc to
 u~orlz because o

fth
e day's dou.nyour, her har\resters, ~

ln
af- 

fectcci b!, 
clortcl o

r sh
ad

e\\, o
f rain, carricci o

n
 their w

ork from
 dan.11 to

 
ciusk, through tlie po\\>

cr of C
o

d
. 

[A
 u.ondcrf11 supply of m

ilk from
 o

n
e con,] 

A
nlorig her otlrcr acl~

ic\~
cn

lel~
ts, 

this one scenls a cause for w
onder. 

It so happened that som
e bishops \\ere com

ing as her guests, and she 
had n

o
t the \vliere\vithal to

 feed th
em

. R
ut the m

anifolci grace o
f G

o
d

 
gave her ab

~
u

ld
an

t help w
hen she needed it. S

he m
illied a cow

 three tinles 
in one day, contrary to

 w
hat is norm

al. h
id

 the am
ount of m

ilk she \trould 
norm

ally obtain from
 threc of the best cow

s, she drc\v on this extraordinary 
occasion from

 the o
n

e cow
. 

[S
he hangs her cloak o

n
 a sunbeam

] 

I retail here another cpisodc w
hich dem

onstrates her sanctiq; one in \vl~
icl~

 
\vhat her hand dici corrcsponclcd to

 the quality of her pure virginal m
ind. 

It h'lppcned that she \\,as pasturing her sheep o
n

 a grassy spot o
n
 the 

plain \c.hen she \?,as drenched by heav). rain, and she returned holne in w
et 

clothes. T
h

e sun shining tlirougli an aperture in the building cast a beam
 

inside w
hich, at a casual glance, seem

ed to
 her to

 be a solid w
ooden joist set 

across the house. S
he placed her w

et cloak 0
1
1
 it as if it w

ere indeed solid, 
aici the clodc li~

ln
g

 safely fi-om
 the im

m
aterial sunbeam

. W
hen the inhabitants 

of the house spread the \vord of this great m
iracle anlong the neiglibours, 

they extolled the incom
parable K

rigid \vith fitting praise. 

(S
tolen sheep are m

iraculously replaccd 1 
A

nd this next \vorlc m
ust n

o
t be passed over in silence. 

S
t B

rigid uras in the fieleis w
it11 a tlock ofgrazing sheep and \vas absorbed 

in her pastoral care, w
hen a certain evil youth, w

11o knew
 her reputation 

for giiing a\vay her charges to
 the poor, skilfi~lly and surreptitiousI\~

 stolc 
and carried offseven w

ethers in the course o
f o

n
e da); and hid thern a\\.a!: 

B
ut to\\,ards evening, \vhen the flock \vas clri\.cn as usual to

 the sheepfold 
and w

as counted m
ost carefully three o

r four tim
es, m

arvellous to
 relate, 

the num
ber \\,as ti)~und to

 be \\rliolc ~
n

d
 

cor~
lpletc, nitholtt dcticicnc!,. 

71'hosc 
\trllo

 w
ere ill the lcnon \\..ere 01-cr\vhclm

cd at the goodness of G
od tilade 

ifest th
ro

u
g

h
 the m

aiden, and they returned the selren \i~
etliers to

 

flock. B
ut the n

rln
~

b
cr in the flock \\as then neither grcatcr nor less 

before, but \\,as restored exactly to
 tlie origi~

ial t~
lly

. 
m

ost renouneel handm
aid o

f G
oti w

xs, n
o

t surprisingl!., 
f~

m
o

lls 
.here for these and in

n
~

~
m

crab
le 
other \vondcrs: she \\.<ls scerl to

 bc 
y of the highest praise. 

[S
he turns w

ater into beer] 

another cx
tru

o
rd

in
~

ry
 occasion, this venerable K

rigid \vas aslce~i hy 
lepers for beer, but had none. She noticed narer that hari lxen prepared 
ths. She blessed it, in the goodness o

f her abidi~
ig fsth, and trausfi~rnm

cd 
the best beer, nlhich she dre\v copiously for the thirsty. It \vas illdeed 

W
h

o
 turucd w

ater into w
ine in C

ans of G
alilee TV

lro turned \vatu into 
r here, through this m

ost blessed \\.om
an's G

ith. 

[S
he m

iraculously ends a pregnant!,] 

n
, hou~

ever, this m
iracle is told, it provides a \vonderfill exam

ple. 
certain w

om
an ~

v
h

o
 

had taken the vo\v of chastity fell, through \'~
~

lth
fi~

l 
e ofpleasurc, and her w

o
n

~
b

 
sw

cllcd \%
,it11 child. B

rigid, exercising the 
t potent strength o

f her ineffkble h
ith

, blessed her, causing the foetus 
isappear, \vitliout conling to

 birth, and ivithout 
p

i
l

l
.

 S
he k

~
ith

f~
~

lly
 

ncd the w
om

an to
 Iicalth and to

 penancc. 

[S
hc m

akes salt horn rock] 

h
d

 after\vurds, since all things are possible f'or those ~
v

h
o

 belic\.e, even 
that are outside the range of ordinary cvcrycrtay possibility, she per- 

d innum
erable m

irncles. 
O

n
e day, w

lren a certain person carile asking for salt, just as other poor 
m

d destitute people in countless n
~

lm
b

crs were accustom
ed to

 com
e to

 
ber seeking their needs, the m

ost blessed B
rigid supplied an am

ple am
o

~
~

rlt. 
She m

adc it from
 a rock, \vlrich she blessed at that m

om
ent in order tllat 

bK
 m

ight be able to
 p

rc
 the alm

s. A
n
ti the suppliant w

ent hornc jo).tillIy horn 
her, carrying the salt. 

[S
h

e m
iraculously cures blinclness] 

A
nd it seem

s to
 m

e that this tilrtticr, m
ost ciitine, \\.ondcr-\\,ark o

f hers shoulcl 
be added to

 the list. For, follow
ing the exam

ple of the S
,~viour, she \\.orlted 

in G
od's nam

e a superlative m
arvel. 

Follo\\.ing the Inrci's exam
ple, she opened the c>.cs of a person \\,ho \\.as 

b
r1

1
 blind. T

he I x)rd gave H
is follo~vcrs licence to

 im
iw

tc H
is \\.orlcs sincc, 

as H
e said, "I am

 the light of the lvorld", H
e d

so
 said to IH

is apostles, "Y
e arc 



2
1

2
 

S
t P

atrick's W
orld 

the light o
fth

c \\.orld", and, speaking to
 them

, H
e

 also affir~
ned, "T

he w
orks 

that I shall d
o

 they d
o

 also; and greater w
orks than these shall they do".' 

R
rigd's filith, like the grain of m

ustard seed, w
orked on the one born blind 

and, just like th
e L

ord, she produced by a great m
iracle eyes w

ith norm
al 

sight. B
y such rerllarkable w

orks, th
ro

u
g

h
 the hum

ility o
f her heart an

d
 

the purity o
f her m

ind, and through her tem
perate w

ays and spiritual grace, 
she earned the great authority that cam

e to
 her, and the fam

e \vhich exalted 
her nam

e aho\rc tlie virgins o
f her tim

e. 

[S
he cures a child o

f dum
bness] 

A
nd, o

n
 another day, a w

om
an from

 outside the c
o

rn
m

u
n

i~
 

cam
e to

 visit, 
bringing along her tw

elve-year-old daughter, w
h

o
 w

as d
u

m
b

 fro111 birth. 
W

ith the great veneration and rc\rerencc that all w
ere accustom

ed to
 shon. 

to
 R

rigid, th
e w

o
m

an
 bo\ved d

o
w

n
 an

d
 bent her neck to

 B
rigid's kiss o

f 
peace. B

rigid, h
en

d
lp

 and cheerfill, spoke to
 her in ~

v
o

rd
s of salvation based 

o
n

 divine goodness. A
nd, follo~

ving the exam
ple o

f the Salriour nrho bade 
the little children com

e to
 H

im
, she took tlie daughter's 

hand in hers 
and-not 

knou.ing th
at the child \\.as m

ute-she 
proceeded to

 ask th
e 

girls's intentions: u
~

h
eth

er she kvished to
 take the \.eil and rem

ain a \.irgi:"l o
r 

w
hether she preferred to

 be given i11 m
arriage. T

h
e m

o
th

er intervened to
 

p
o

in
t o

u
t th

at there w
ould be n

o
 response, at nrhich B

rigid replied that 
she ~

v
o

u
ld

 no
t relinquish the daughter's hand until the g

rl had ans\vcred. 
A

nd w
hen she p

~
~

t
 

the question to
 the girl the second tim

e, the daughter 
responded to

 her, saving: "I w
ish to

 d
o

 nothing but w
hat you w

ish." A
nd, 

after her m
o

u
th

 had been freed o
f th

e im
pedim

ent to
 her speech, the girl, 

released from
 her chain o

f dum
bness, spoke quite norm

ally. 

[A
 d

o
g

 guards m
eat for her] 

A
n

d
 this f~

~
rth

e
r 

w
ork o

f hers, o
f \\.hich e\reryone has heard: \\.ho is left 

\irholly iinm
oved by it? 

O
nce, w

hen she w
ent into a trance, as \\,as her custom

, her soul in celestial 
m

editation, sending up her thoughts from
 earth to

 h
ea~

.en
, she left do1x.n 

by a d
o

g
, n

o
t a sm

all am
ount but a large q

u
an

tig
 o

f bacon. A
fter a m

o
n

th
, 

the m
eat \+.as looked for and \\,as found just \\,here the d

o
g

 \\.as-intact. 
N

o
t only had th

e d
o

g
 n

o
t dared to

 eat n.hat th
e blessed \.lrgin had p

u
t 

do\\.n; but, as docile guardian of the bacon, he \\-as tam
ed b\. di\.int. poi\-cr 

and \vas seen to
 act against his nature. 

[H
er m

antle is not stained b
\ rau. m

eat] 

T
h

e nuniber o
f her m

iracles gre\v dail!., 
so

 that it is alm
ost im

possible to
 

co
u

n
t th

em
, so

 m
uch did she dc\.ote herself to

 th
e dut!. 

o
f pit! 

anci to
 

m
inistering to

 the poor pcoplc's nccd o
f' alm

s, in and o
u

t o
f season. 

i 
F

or e
r~

m
p

lc
, when a certain in

d
~

g
en

t person a
~

k
e

d
 her for so

n
~

ctliin
g

 
h

r
n

 the food supply set as~
d

c for the poor, she hastened to
 those \\ 110 cooked 

L b 
th

e nieat so that she co
~

lld
 obtaln so

m
etli~

n
g

 for alm
s. O

n
c boortsh servant 

am
o

n
g

 th
e  neat-cooks slopped  inc cooked Ineat in

to
 the fold of her \I h

~
tc

 
' garm

ent. S
he carried the m

eat to
 the poor m

an and ga\e it to
 h

~
m

, 
but her 

P" 1 m
antle w

as n
e~

rh
er ruffled n

o
r d

~
sco

lo
u

rcd
. 

! 
[A

 con. accepts an
o

th
er co\\r's calf at her b

eh
est] 

N
o

r indeed is this particularly rem
arkable am

o
n

g
 her holy acts. 

A
m

o
n

g
 the poor and the strangers from

 every quarter w
h

o
 thronged to

 
her, draw

n by th
e reputation of h

er great deeds an
d

 th
e excess o

f her 
generosity, there cam

e a certairl w
retched leper, w

h
o

 asked that the hest 
o

f th
e herd, ivith the best o

f all the calves, be given to
 him

. F
ar fro111 

ning this request, she so011 w
illingly gave th

e best possible co\v fro111 
the herd, along u

ith
 an

o
th

er cotv's calf that had been chosen as the best, 
to this im

portunate afflicted person. F
rom

 pity, she sent her chariot along 
w

ith him
, so that in his long \\.eary journey across the \vide plain he n

~
o

u
ld

 
not be trc)~

ibled \\.ith concern ab
o

u
t th

e cojv. S
he directed that the calf be 

placed beside him
 in the chariot. A

nd so the cow
 follow

ed, lich
n

g
 the calf 

~
i

t
h

 
her to

n
g

u
e as if he \vere her ow

n, and attending to
 him

, kvithout any 
er, until they reached their destination. 

ee, dearest brothers, how
. brute beasts obesed her, even contrary to

 their 

[A
 river rises u

p
 against cattle rustlers] 

M
e

r
 som

e tim
e had passed, som

e w
icked &

eves, 
w

ho had regard for neither 
G

od n
o

r m
an

, cam
e o

n
 a ro

b
b

in
g

 expedition fro
m

 a certain territory. 
T

h
ey

 crossed th
e \\ride bed o

f a stream
 o

n
 foot, an

d
 they stole her co\ir. 

B
ut, as they returned by the w

ay they had com
e, a sudden tlood created a 

great river, \vhose onrush o\~
er\vhclrned th

em
. T

h
at river, hou,evcr, stood 

like a ~
v

all, and allow
ed the blessed B

rigid's co\v to
 cross back over it; b

u
t 

it bow
led over th

e thieves an
d

 carried th
em

 along w
ith its flood, freeing 

o
th

er stolen cattle t?om
 their possession. T

hese returned, kvith the thongs 
hanging loosely from

 their horns, to
 their proper pastures. 

[H
er chariot is draw

n by o
n

e horse] 

S
ee ho\v the ponrer o

f G
o

d
 is revealed. 

O
n

e day certain business required that the 1110st 110ly R
rigid attend an 

assem
bly o

f th
e people. S

he sat in her chariot, Lvhich kvas dra\i,n by tn
.0

 
horses. A

s w
as her cu

sto
n

~
, she nlcditated w

hile in her vehicle, pr'lctising 
here o

n
 earth the \vay o

f life o
f hcavcn, and slic pr'1yt.d to

 licr L
,ord. O

n
e 



of the horses stum
bled, and the other, in the alarm

 of a d
u

m
b

 beast, sprang 
from

 th
e chariot and, extricati~

lg itself from
 th

e harness and from
 the 

yoke, ran aw
ay in fright across the plain. R

ut G
od's hand held u

p
 the yoke 

and kept it susperldcd n
ith

o
u

r falling. B
rigid sat praying in the vehicle 

drau.11. by o
n

e horse, and arrived safcly at the assem
bly in fill1 vie\\, o

f the 
cro\vd, \vho fi)llo\ved along a

k
r

 this display ofdivine pow
er. A

nd w
hen she 

addressed the gathering \vith w
ords of salvation, her teaching w

as reinforced 
by these rnarvels and by the signs o

f the divine protection she enjoyed. 

[A
 hunted w

ild boar joins her herd] 

A
I

I
~

 
it seem

s to
 m

e that this w
ork o

f hers is particularly w
orth consideri~

lg. 
O

n
ce a solitary w

ild boar w
hich w

as being h
u

n
ted

 ran o
u

t from
 the 

w
oods, and in its w

ild flight \vas brought suddenly into the m
ost blessed 

B
rigid's herd of sw

ine. S
he observed its arrival am

o
n

g
 her pigs and blessed 

it. T
hereupon it lost its fear and settled do\vn 'anlong the herd. See, brothers, 

how
 brute beasts and anim

als could w
ithstand neither her bidding nor her 

w
ish, but served her tam

ely and hum
bly. 

[W
olves act as sw

ineherds for her] 

A
m

o
n

g
 the m

any people w
h

o
 offered her gitts Lvas a m

an w
h

o
 cam

e once 
from

 a distant territory. H
e

 said that h
e ~

v
o

u
ld

 give her fat pigs, but asked 
that she send som

e o
f her people ~ivith him

 back to
 his farm

 to
 collect the 

pigs. T
h

e farm
 w

as far am
pay, situated at th

e space o
f three o

r four d
a

y
' 

journey. S
he sent som

e of her u.orkcrs \\.ith him
 as tra~

~
ellin

g
 

com
panions; 

b
u

t they had in fact g
o

n
e barely a day's journey (as far as th

e m
ountain 

know
n as G

rabor, w
hich fornls a territorial boundary) [n

o
t k7

2
0

1
1

~
1

; 
possiI(y 

a m
istranscription: there lvas n Sliab G

abtiif in
 the pfni;i o

f L
ife; possiblv 

G
abur L

ifE
] w

hen they san. his pigs, w
~hich thev had th;ught 

to
 be in 

distant parts, conling to\vards them
 o

n
 the road, &

i\-en b!, 
\\~

ol\.es \\.l~
ich 

had carried them
 off. ,4s soon as he realized n

b
at had happened, the m

an 
recognized th

em
 as his pigs. Trul!,, 

the \\.ild \\.elves, because of their 
enorm

ous re\,crencc for the blessed B
rigid, had left the great forests and 

the \vide plains to
 w

ork at herding 2nd protecting the pigs. S
o

\\., on
 the 

arriLral o
f the people she had sent-\r-ho 

tr-ere astonished to
 sce such 

sn~inchcrds-the 
\vol\res, leaving the pigs there, save u

p
 theit- ~

~
n

n
atu

ral 
acti\.it\-. T

h
e nest da),, those u.ho had been sent to

 collect the pigs ga1.e a1 
account of the m

ar\~cllous e\.ent and rcturneci to
 their honles. 

[*A \\[Id fo\ takec the place of a klng's pet] 

It seem
s to

 m
e that this shoulci be the last of her m

iraculous deecis to
 he 

passcCd o\,cr. 

2
1

5
 

nother da!; 
a certain person, not know

ing the circum
stances, sa\v 

g's fox w
alking illto the royal palace, and ignorantly thought it to

 
w

ild anim
al. H

e
 did n

o
t kno\v that it \vas a pet, fi~m

iliar with the Icing's 
,w

hich entertained the Izing and his com
panions \vith various tricks 

t it had learned-requiring 
both intelligence and nitnblcncss of body. 

killed the fox in the view
 of a Iargc cro

u
d

. Im
m

edi,~
tely, he 11.3s seized 

the people w
h

o
 hacl seen the deed. H

e
 \\.as accused and brought before 

king. W
hen the king hearcl thc story he n

ras angry. H
e

 ordered that, 
ess the nian coilld p

ro
d

~
lcc a fox \vith a11 the tricks that his fox had hacl, 

and his ~
v

ife and sons sh0~11ci be executed anci all his I~
ouschold be 

com
m

itted to
 ser\.itudc. 

W
hen the \~

enerable Brigicl heard this story, she w
as m

oved to
 such p

ih
 

and tenderness that she ordered her chariot to
 be yoked. G

rieving in the 
depths o

fh
er heart for the  unhappy m

an \vho had bccn so unjustly judged, 
and offering prayers to

 the I,ord, she travelled across thc plain and tool<
 

the road \vl~ich led to
 the royal pdacc. A

nd the L
~

lrd
, instantly, heard her out- 

poured prayers. H
e

 directed o
n

e o
f his \vild foxes to

 com
e to

 her. It 
im

m
ediately m

ade all speed, and \\,hen it arrived at the m
ost blessed R

rigid's 
chariot it sprang aboard ancl sat quietly beside B

rigid under her m
antle. 

A
s soon as she arrived in the king's presence, she began im

ploring that 
unfortunate m

an, \\rho had n
o

t ~
~

n
d

ersto
o

d
 

th
e situation and [{.as held 

prisoner as a \Tictin1 of his o\lrll ignorance, should be set free and released 
from

 his chains. B
ut th

e king ~
v

o
u

ld
 no

t heed her prayers. H
e

 affirnlccl 
that he n

o
u

ld
 not release the Inan unless he could producc another fox 

w
ith the sam

e tricks as his, that had been killed. I11 the m
iddle of this she 

introduced her fox. A
nd, in the presence o

f the king and of the crow
d, it 

\vent through id1 the tricks that the other fox had perhrnm
ed, and a~

n
u

sed
 

the crow
d in esactly the sam

e \\.a!.. 
T

h
e king \vas satisfied. H

is nobles, and 
the great applauding cr0Lr.d 15-ondcred at the rnarvel that had been \\orlied. 
T

h
e king ordered that the m

an n.ho had been under sentence o
f death 

should be set fiee. N
ot long after S

t B
rigid had procured that m

an's release 
and had returned honlc, the sam

e fos, bothered by the crow
ds, sliilf~

~
ll!~

 
contri\recl a safe escape. It \vas pursued b!. 

large num
bers o

f riders and 
hounds, b

u
t m

ade fools o
f them

, fled th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e plains and \f.cnt into 
the \x1aste and \\.ooded places and so to

 its d
en

. 
A

nd all \.e~
lerated St R

rigid, \v-ho excelled m
ore and nlorc in hcr great 

w
orks. 'The!. 

m
arvelled at \\,hat had been achieved through the cxcclletlcc 

of her \.irtue and through the prerogative o
f so 

gifts o
f grace. 

[W
ild ducks com

e to
 her] 

O
n

 another dav the blessed 1Zrlgici felt a tenderness for som
e duck\ 

thdt she san s\\ im
rnlng o

n
 the w

ater and occaslonall\r taking w
lng 

S
hc 

c-nm
rnanc3r~ci th

em
 
to

 c-o
m

c. rc, hc.r 
A

rili 
,I$

 I$
 rlic'\r 

\ircrc li~
lm

,~
~

i\ 
~~ncic.r 
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obedience, a great dock o
f th

em
 fle\\r o

n
 feathered \vings to

 her, \\.ithout 
any fear. H

aving touched th
em

 w
ith her hand an

d
 caressed th

em
, she let 

th
em

 g
o

 and fly aw
ay through the air. S

hc praised highl!, 
the <

:reator of all 
things, to

 w
h

o
m

 a11 lik is subject, an
d

 for \\.hose ser\,icc-as 
has been 

said-all 
life is given.+

 
A

nd frorn these esannples it is plain that the \\,hole order o
f beasts, tlocks 

and herds w
as subject to

 her rule. 

[A
 b'111d o

f m
urderer\ is deccl\red b\ a m

iracle o
f g

lam
o

u
r] 

N
o\\, this m

iracle o
f hers, o

n
e to

 be celebratecl in all ages, m
ust bc told to

 
th

e ears o
f th

e faithful. 
O

n
ce, as w

as her cu
sto

m
, she \\.as spreading abroad am

o
n

g
 c\.cr\.onc 

the seed o
f th

e 1,ord's ~
ro

rd
, 
n.hen she obscr\.ed nine m

en belonging to
 a 

certain peculi.arly vain and diabolical cult. The!. 
\\,ere decci\.ed and corrupted 

in m
ind an

d
 S

O
L

I~
, 

an
d

 at the instigation o
f the ancient E

nern! u.ho ruled 
am

o
n

g
 th

em
, they had b

o
u

n
d

 them
sclves-since 

they thirsted for th
e 

spilling o
f blood-and 

resolved n
ith

 evil \ro\\rs and oaths to
 com

m
it m

urder 
before th

e beginning o
f the forthcom

ing m
o

n
th

 o
f Jul!,. 

T
h

e m
ost revered 

an
d

 lundly B
rigid preached to

 th
em

 in m
any gentle phrases, urging th

em
 

to
 ab

an
d

o
n

 their m
ortal errors, to

 hum
ble their hearts an

d
 th

ro
u

g
h

 true 
penance to

 renounce their sinfulness. B
ut they \\,ere profane of nnind, the!. 

had n
o

t fulfilled their w
icked vou; and the!, 

continued their \\.ays, resisting 
her appeal, and in spite o

f the abundant prayers \\,hich the virgin had poured 
o

u
t to

 G
o

d
 in her desire (follo\ving her Im

d
) that all should be s

a
id

 and 
know

 th
e tru

th
. 

T
h

e crim
inals w

ent o
n

 their \tray, an
d

 m
et nrith \\,hat they th

o
u

g
h

t \\!as 
the m

an they had to
 kill. T

hey pierced h
i~

n
 with their spears and beheaded 

him
 w

ith their sw
ords, an

d
 \\,ere seen by m

an!, 
to

 return n.ith blood\. 
w

eapons, as if the!, 
had destroyed their adversary. H

ere \\.as the nuracle: the\. 
had killed nobody-although 

it scerned to
 th

em
 th

at the! had filltilled 
their vow

s. W
hen, how

ever, n
o

 person \\.as m
issing in that territory in 1s-hich 

they th
o

u
g

h
t they had trium

phed, the fillncss o
f the divine fa\.our granted 

th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e m
ost holy R

rigid becam
e kno1x.n to

 all. .knd the! \\.ho had 
form

erly been m
urderers w

ere n
o

w
 turned back to

 G
o

d
 through penance. 

[S
he cures a m

an o
f o

\~
-e

a
tin

g
] 

W
ords cannot adequately describe S

t K
rigid's devotion to

 G
o

d
, through 

w
hich the divinc pow

rcr o
f holy religion \\.as sho\\.n in the follo\\.ing \\.ark. 

T
h

ere w
as a certain m

an called Iag
u

id
am

, a stro
n

g
 m

an for sure, and 
o

n
e o

f the bravest. W
hen he w

as o
f a nnind, he did the w

ork o
f ni.el\,e m

en 
in a single day all by him

self. A
t the sam

e tim
e, he ate enough food to

 feed 
tw

elve m
en (as he could d

o
 the w

ork singlehanded, so
 could he consum

e 

rations). H
e

 im
plored R

rigid to
 pray to

 alrnightv G
o

d
 to

 m
oderate his 

etite, \\,hich caused him
 to

 eat to
 such excess, b

u
t he asked th

at he 
ould n

o
t lose his form

er strength along \vith his appetite. K
rigid blessed 

m
 and prayecl to

 (;od 
for him

. A
fter\r.ards, he 

\\.,IS 
co

n
ten

t \\.it11 th
e 

sustenance of o
n

e m
an, b

u
t, just '1s before, \vhcn he w

orked he could d
o

 
$re labour o

f tw
elve. H

e
 hnd a11 his form

er strength. 

[T
h

e m
iraculous transport of a huge tree] 

A
m

o
n

g
 all her fannous \\,ark

s \\.c shoilld recoilnt the follo\ving to
 clll-one 

w
hich is extraordinary and is w

ell verified. 
A

 huge and m
agnificent tree, n,hich w

as to
 be used for certain purposes, 

w
as cu

t do\vn ~
I

I
C

~
 

trinlnned \\,it11 'ISC
S 

by skilfi~
l craftsm

en. Its great size 
caused such difficulty in rn

~
n

o
u

c\.rin
g

 it that a gathering o
f stro

n
g

 m
en

 
w

as su
m

m
o

n
ed

 to
 transport the tree \$.it11 its aw

kw
ard branches th

ro
u

g
h

 
difficult places. A

ided by the craftsm
en's tackle, they proposed to

 haul it 
w

ith m
any o

scn
 to

 the place \+
,here it \\,as to

 be dealt m
~

ith. Rut in spite o
f 

the large n
u

m
b

er of m
en

, th
e strength o

f th
e oxen, arnd the slcill o

f th
e 

, c c 
ro

m
 it. 

craftsm
en, they \irere ilnable to

 budge the tree; so
 they drew

 bn -1 f 
B

ut the M
aster teaches th

ro
u

g
h

 the m
edium

 o
f th

e hca\lenlv G
ospel that 

it is possible for faith to
 m

otre m
ountains; and-through 

B
rigid's stalw

art 
&

th 
(like the grain of m

ustard seed)-they 
carried this w

eightiest of trees 
u

ith
o

u
t the slightest difficult): 

through the divine m
ystery o

f the p
o

n
er o

f 
th

e G
ospel an

d
 \vithout any m

ortal aid, to
 th

e place dcsig~
natcd by S

t 
B

rigid. T
h

is display o
f th

e excellence o
f G

od's pow
er w

as m
ad

e kno\\ln 
through all the territories. 

[T
h

ro
u

g
h

 the m
iraculous recover!, 

o
f a brooch she \~

n
d

lc~
ttcc 

a \\ o
m

an
 accuseci o

f theft] 

A
nd it com

es to
 m

inci th
at \\.e should n

o
t o

m
it th

e follonring rnanifcs- 
tation, \\'hich, am

o
n

g
 innum

erable o
th

er m
iracles, \vas w

orked b!, 
th

e 
venerable B

rigid. 
T

h
ere \\,as ,I certain noblem

an, \vith th
e cie\,iousness o

f a m
an o

f th
e 

\vorld, w
h

o
 lusted afier a particular jvom

an. H
e

 exercised his cunning 011 
w

ays to
 seduce her. H

e
 entrusted a sil\.er brooch to

 hcr safe-keeping; then 
devio~rsl!, filchcd it from

 her n
ith

o
u

t her kno\t~
lcdgc and thrc\\~

 it into the 
sea. T

his m
eant that, \\.hen she \\.as unable to

 produce it on dem
and, she 

w
ould be forfcit to

 him
 as his slave, and so

 m
ust subm

it to
 his em

braces to
 

be used as he n-ished. H
e

 co
n

triird
 this 

for n
o

 other reason than to
 be 

in a position to
 dem

and this ransom
. If the silver brooch w

ere not returned, 
the w

onnan herself m
ust be given to

 hinn instead in scrvitlrdc, because o
f 

her f:~ilurc, to
 be subject to

 his \\licked lust. 
T

his chaste w
om

an fled in fear to
 St B

rigid, ;IS she w
ould flv to

 the safest 
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city of refilge. W
hen B

rigid learned w
hat had happened, and how

 and w
hy; 

alm
ost before she had heard the story o

u
t she sum

m
oned a certain person 

w
ho had fish that had been caught in the river. T

h
e fishes' bellies w

ere cut 
and opened, and there in the m

iddle o
f one of them

 w
as re\realed the silver 

brooch w
hich that m

ost cruel nlan had throw
n into the sea. 

T
h

en
, easy in her m

ind, she took along the silver brooch and w
ent w

ith 
that irlfam

ous m
an to

 the assem
bly of the people for the case to

 be heard. 
S

h
e show

ed the assem
bly the brooch, and m

any \vitnesses ga\,e testim
ony, 

people w
h

o
 w

ere able to
 identify the brooch as the sam

e o
n

e that \vas 
concerned in this accusation. B

rigid took the chaste nrornan into her o\vn 
com

pany, an
d

 freed her from
 the clutches o

f that m
ost cruel tyrant. 

Indeed he afterw
ards confessed his fault to

 S
t B

rigid and subrnissi\~
ely 

prostrated him
self before her. E

veryone adm
ired her for the perform

ance 
o

f this great m
iracle, and she gave thanks to

 G
o

d
 (for w

hose glory she had 
done everything) and w

ent hom
e. 

[S
he m

iraculously replaces a calf and a lo
o

m
] 

In
 the telling o

f these w
onders, w

e m
ay com

pare to
 her hospitalit\. that of 

another w
om

an. 
F

or S
t B

rigid cam
e to

 her dw
elling w

hile m
alung a journe). o

n
 G

od's 
business across the w

ide plain of B
rega [ m

ainly in C
o. M

eath]. She arrived as 
the day w

as declining into evening, and she spent the night with this w
om

an, 
w

h
o

 received her joyfully w
ith outstretched hands and gave thanks to

 G
o

d
 

for the happy arrival o
f the m

ost revered B
rigid, C

hrist's virgin. 
T

h
e w

om
an w

as to
o

 poor to
 have ready the w

herew
ithal to

 entertain 
such guests, but she broke u

p
 the loom

 o
n

 w
hich she had been w

eaving 
cloth, for firew

ood. T
hen she lulled her calf, placed it o

n
 the heap of kindling 

and, w
ith a good will, lit the fire. D

inner w
as eaten, and the night w

as passed 
w

ith the custom
ary vigils. T

h
e hostess (w

h
o

 had taken the calf from
 her 

cow
 in order that nothing should be laclung in the reception and enter- 

tainm
ent o

f S
t B

rigid) rose early. T
h

e co\v had disco\,ered another calf, in 
the sam

e form
 exactly as the calf she had pre\riously loved. A

nd a loom
 w

ras 
to

 be seen, exactly in the sam
e shape and form

 as the other. 
S

o, having accom
plished this m

ar\.el, and having bidden fare\vell to
 the 

people o
f the house, S

t B
rigid continued o

n
 her pontifical \\-a! 

and \\.ent 
cheerfully o

n
 her journey. 

[S
he divides a silver dish exactly into three] 

H
er m

iracles are great, but this one is especially adm
ired. 

T
hree lepers cam

e, asking for alm
s o

f any kind, and she gave them
 a 

silver dish. S
o

 that this w
ould n

o
t cause discord and contention am

o
n

g
 

then1 w
hen they cam

e to
 share it o

u
t, she spoke to

 a certain person expert in 

tosur's I,@
 

of S
t R

riqid the V
iyqin 

2 19 

Id and silver, and asked him
 to

 divide it am
ong them

 in 
ial ~

v
eig

h
t. W

hen he began to
 excuse him

self, pointing 
s no w

ay he could clivide it LIP so th
~

lt the three parts ~
ro

u
ld

 
exactly the sam

e, the m
ost blessed R

rigid herself took the silver dish 
uck it against a stone, breaking it into three parts as she had w

ished. 
Ilous to

 tell, w
hen the three parts w

ere tested on the scales, not one 
as h

u
n

d
 to be heavier or lighter by a breath than any other. S

o the three 
people left w

ith their gift and there \vas n
o

 cause for envy o
r grudging 

[S
he receives a bishop's vestm

ents fi-om
 C

hrist 
in place o

f those she had given to
 the p

o
o

r] 

follow
ed the esam

plc o
f the m

ost blessed Jo
b

 an
d

 never allow
ed a 

leave em
pty-handed. Indeed, she gave aw

ay to
 the poor 

otic robes of the illustrious bishop C
onlieth, \.estnlcnts 

ourse o
f the liturgy of the L

ord and the apostolic vigils. 
in due course the tim

e for these solen~
nities cam

e round, the high 
ple nrished 

to
 change into his vestm

ents. It \vas to
 

rm
 of a poor person-that 

St B
rigid had given the hishop's 

handed the bishop another set of vestm
ents, sim

ilar in 
re and colour, \vlich she had received at that very m

om
ent 

ped over a nvo-\\'heeled chariot) from
 C

hrist, w
hom

, as a beggar, she 
clad. S

he had freely given the other clothes to
 the poor. N

ow
, at the 

m
o

m
en

t, she received these instead. F
or, as she w

as the living and 
blessed instrum

ent of thc sublim
e, she had pow

er to d
o

 w
hat she w

ished. 

[S
he divines a suppl!! 

of honey] 

er this, a certain m
an, finding him

self in particular need, cam
e to

 her to
 

for a sixth of a m
easure of honey. She w

as distressed in her m
ind, because 

e had no honey ready that she m
ight give to

 the person w
ho w

as asking 
for it, w

hen the hum
m

ing of bees w
as heard underneath the paved floor 

of the building in L
vhich she w

as. A
nd w

hen that sp
o

t from
 w

hich the 
buzzing of the bees \\.as heard, w

as excavated and exam
ined, there \\,as 

fbund a sutX
cicnt quantity to m

eet the m
an's requirem

ents. A
nd he, receiving 

the gift of enough hone!, 
for his needs, returned joyfillly to

 his village. 

[S
he m

iraculousl!~ m
oves a river] 

In the follow
ing episode to

o
 she perform

ed a m
iracle. 

her country (th
e region in w

hich she lived) issued a decree 
s and places under his rule. A

ll the people \\ere to
 com

e 
together from

 his territories to
 build a w

ide road. It \vas to
 be solidified 

w
ith tree branches and stones in the foundation, it w

as to
 have very strong 



2
2

0
 

S
t l'at~

ick's W
orld 

banks arid deep im
passable ditches, an

d
 it w

as to
 run th

ro
u

g
h

 soggy 
g

ro
u

n
d

 and through a sw
am

p in w
hich a full river tlow

ed. W
hen built it 

should be able to
 carry four-w

heeled cars, horsen~
en, chariots, w

agon-w
heels, 

and the traffic of people as w
ell as that of fbrces to

 assault enenues on dl 
sides. 

W
hen the people had gathered in fro111 every quarter, they divided u

p
 

the road thev had to
 build into sections, by septs and fam

ilies, so that each 
tribe o

r fam
ily ~

v
o

u
ld

 build the section assigned to
 it. T

h
e m

ost difficult 
an

d
 laborious section w

as that w
ith th

e river, and it \vas assigned to
 a 

certain tribe. T
hese people decided to

 avoid the hca\y w
ork, so

 they used 
their strength to

 force a w
eaker tribe (that to

 w
hich S

t B
rigid belongcd) to 

labour o
n

 the difficult section. C
hoosing an easier section for them

selves, 
this cruel tribe could d

o
 their construction w

ithout facing the hazard of 
the river. 

S
t B

rigid's blood-relatiorls canie and prostrated them
selves at her feet. 

It is reliably reported that she told th
em

: "G
o. G

o
d

 has the w
ill and the 

pow
er to

 m
ove the river from

 the location w
here you are oppressed by 

hard labour to
 the section that they have chosen." 

A
nd, w

hen at the daw
n of that day the people rose to

 L
zork, the river 

w
hich had been com

plained o
f w

as found to
 have lcfi its form

er valley and 
the tw

o banks betw
een w

hich it had flow
ed. It had transferred from

 the 
section in w

hich S
t R

rigid's tribe had been tbrced to
 labour to

 the section 
o

f those pow
erful an

d
 p

ro
u

d
 people w

h
o

 had unjustly cornpclled the 
sm

aller and w
eaker tribe to

 w
ork there. In proof o

f the m
iracle, the traces 

o
f the river w

hich transferred to
 a different place, and the e

m
p

q
 channel 

th
ro

u
g

h
 w

hich it flow
ed in past tim

e; these m
ay still be seen, dry an

d
 

w
ithout any trickle o

f w
ater. 

[S
h

e continues \vorlung m
irltilcs aher her death] 

M
any m

iracles w
ere perform

ed in her lifetim
e, before she laid do\vn the 

burden o
f her flesh; m

any later. T
h

e bounty of thc gift of G
od never ceased 

w
orking w

onders in her m
onastery, w

here her \renerablc body lies. W
e have 

n
o

t only heard tell o
f thesc m

arvels; w
e have seen them

 w
ith our 0m

.n eves. 

(A
 m

illstone is m
iraculously brought to

 the rnill] 

F
or exam

ple, the prior of the great and fam
ous m

onastery of St B
rigid (o

f 
the beginnings o

f u.hich w
e have ~

n
a

d
e

 bricf m
ention in this little \vork) 

sent m
asons and stonecutters to

 look in suitable places for a rock fit for 
m

aking a m
illstone. T

hey m
ade n

o
 provision for transport, but w

ent up a 
steep and difficult road, reached the to

p
 o

fa
 rocky m

ountain and chose a 
great stone at the sunirnit o

f the tallest peak. A
nd they carved it all over to

 
a round shape anti perforated it to

 m
ake a m

illstorie. W
hen the prior arrived, 

in responsc to
 their m

essagc, w
ith an ox-team

, lie w
as ~

~
n

a
b

le
 

to
 drive the 

us's Lzfe of' St RYZkJid the V
iyqin 

2
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up to
 pull the stone; he w

as barely able to
 asceuil tile very difficult 

a few
 of them

 follow
ing him

. 
all his \vorkers p

o
n

d
ered

 this problem
: by w

hat m
eans could 

em
ove the rnillstorie from

 the highest ridgc o
f the m

ountain \\,hen 
w

as n
o

 w
ay in w

hich the oxen could be yokcd and burdened in that 
and precipitous place? T

hey cam
e to

 the despairing co
n

cl~
~

sio
n

 
(sorne 

even gi\xing u
p

 and d
esce~

id
in

g
 the rnountairl) that they should 

the stone m
ild regard as w

aste the labour they had put into fashioning 
e prior, liow

c\~
er, taking prudent thought and consulting his w

orkers, 
confidently: "B

y n
o

 m
eans let it be so; but m

anfi~
lly lift ttiis niillstolie 

ast it dow
n from

 the high peak o
f the n

io
u

~
itain

 in the nam
e-and 

the pow
er-of 

the m
ost revered S

t B
rigid. F

or w
e have neither 

t nor strength to
 m

ove the m
illstone th

ro
u

g
h

 this rocky place, 
B

rigid, to
 w

honi nothing is im
possible (all things are possible to

 the 
r), w

ill carry it to
 a place from

 w
hich the oxen can pull it." S

o, w
ith 

ith
, they first gradually raised it from

 the m
ountain to

p
 and then 

into the valley. W
hen they flung it dow

n, it found its w
ay; som

etim
es 

ing rocks, som
etim

es springing over th
e

~
n

, rolling th
ro

u
g

h
 d

am
p

 
high o

n
 the m

ountain in w
hich neither m

en nor cattle could stand, 
ith

 m
arvellous noise, it arrived quite unbroken at th

e level spot 
the oxen w

ere. F
rom

 there it w
as transported by the ox-team

 as far as 
illhouse, w

here it w
as skilfullp m

atched w
ith the other stone. 

[T
h

e m
illstone reh

ses to
 grind a pagan's co

rn
] 

e is another, previously untold b
u

t quite outstanding, m
iracle to

 add 
e story (n

o
w

 know
n to

 everyone) of the m
illstone that w

as m
oved i11 

am
e o

f S
t B

rigid. A
 certain pagan, living near the m

illhouse, sent som
e 

from
 his house to

 the m
ill, em

ploying a sim
ple and ignorant m

an so 
t
 the m

iller w
h

o
 did the w

ork there did n
o

t know
 that the grain kvas 

d w
hen that grain w

as spread betw
een the m

illstones, nothing could 
ge them

-not 
the pow

er of the w
ater, and n

o
 exercise of strength o

r 
W

hen the people w
ho observed this sought its cause, they w

ere quite 
lexed. T

h
en

, w
hen they learned that the grain belonged to

 a druid, 
ey had n

o
 d

o
u

b
t at all th

at the m
illstone u

p
o

n
 w

hich S
t B

rigid had 
form

ed the divine m
iracle had refi~

sed to
 grind the pagan m

an's grain 
flour. A

nd im
m

ediately they rem
oved the heathen's grain and placed 

eir o
w

n
 grain, from

 the m
onastery, under the m

illstone. S
traightaw

ay 
e m

ill m
achinery resum

ed its norm
al course w

ithout any im
pedim

ent. 

[H
er m

illstone rem
ains intact in a fire 1 

d after an interval of tim
e it happened that this very m

illhouse caught 
. It w

as no sm
all m

iracle that, w
hen the fire consum

ed tlic w
hole builchg, 



including tlie other stonc \\,hicli \\,,IS
 

m
.ltclicd to

 S
t B

rigicl's m
illstone, the 

flam
es die1 n

o
t ci~

rc to
 touch o

r scorch her stonc. It rem
ained ~

~
naffcctcci 

by the fil-e in th
e c

~
n

tl~
~

g
ra

tio
n

 
that destro!red 

the m
illhousc. 

A
nd aficr\vxds, siilce note \\as taltcn of this m

ir'iclc, tlie stonc \v,ls b
ro

~
~

g
lit 

to
 the m

on'ister!, 
'inel placcci ncdr the g.itc, inside the cC

lshcl that encloses 
tlic ch

i~
rch

 \\.liere rnm
y com

e to
 \,cncr.ltc S

t R
rigicl. It \\,,IS 

gi\,cn ,I place o
f 

h
o

n
o

u
r in t1i:lt 

g
~

tc
, 
'lnd it cures clisc,iscs o

f the tiith
fi~

l \\.!lo to
l~

cli it. 

N
o

r m
ust o

n
e be silent ilb

o
~

~
t 

tlic n~
ir'iclc o

f'tlic rch
~

~
ild

in
g

 
o

f the 
clii~

rcli in c\,liich the bodies o
f that glol-ious pair, tlic bishop (:onlJetli 

,~
n

d
 

this holy \%
-gin R

rigid, lie right '~
n

d
 lcft o

f the orn'~
m

cntecl alt'lr, p
l~

ccd
 in 

shrines decorated \\.it11 ,I v,~
ricgation of gold, sil\,cr, g

em
s ,lnd precious 

stones, \\,it11 gold and silver cro\\,ns 11,lnging abo\,e tlicm
. 

In fact, to
 accom

m
odate the increasing nilm

ber o
f the tiitlif~

~
l, 

o
f both 

sexes, th
e ch~

ii-ch is S
F

),IC
~

~
L

IS
 

ill its flo
o

r :lre~
, an

d
 it rises to

 ,In cstrcm
c 

height. It is adorned \\,it11 painted boards and h,ls o
n

 the insicle thrcc \\ride 
chapels, all ~

~
n

d
e

r
 

the roof o
f the large building ,~

n
d

 scp,~r,itcd b\, \\,oocien 
partitions. O

n
e partition, \vhicIi is dccoratecl \\.ith painted im

.lgcs ancl is 
covered w

ith linen, stretclics tra~
is\~

crsel!~
 

in the eastern part o
f the church 

from
 one w

dl to
 the other and has tw

o
 entrances, at its ends. R!, 

one entrance, 
placed in the extcrn'1l part, the S

L
I~

I-e111e 
pontiff enters th

e sanctuar!. 
,inci 

approaches th
e 'iltar ~

'itli his retinue o
f m

onlzs. T
o thcsc consccr,lted 

m
inisters are entrusted the sacred \,cssels for Sund'i!. 

use and the o
fk

rin
g

 
o

f tlie sacrifice. A
ncl by the o

th
er entrance, placed o

n
 tlie lcft side o

fth
c 

above-m
entioned trans\,crsc partition, tlie '~

bhcss, \\rith 1
1

~
1

- 
f;iitthfiil \,irgins 

and w
idow

s, cqi~all!. enters to
 cnjo\. the banquet o

f the bod! 
,~ncl blooci o

f 
Jesus C

hrist. 
A

n
d

 an
o

th
er partition, dividing tlk

 tloor o
f the church in

to
 t\\,o equal 

parts, extends tio
m

 th
e east in length as fir as th

e tr,ins\.erse \\.all. T
h

e 
ch

i~
rch

 has m
any u,indo\vs, and an ornam

ented d
o

o
r o

n
 the right side 

through w
hich th

e priests 2nd the faithful of m
ale sex cntcr tlic building. 

T
h

ere is an
o

th
er clool- oil th

e lcft tIi~
-o

i~
g

h
 

\\.llich tlic \.irgins '1nci 
the 

congregation o
f th

e t~
n

ic
~

le
 

f'lithful ~
r

c
 

~
icsustorncd to

 cntcr. A
nd so

, in 
o

n
e great basilica, 'I 

large n
u

m
b

er o
fp

co
p

lc, '~rrangcci b!. 
rank and sex, in 

orderly division separated by partitions, offers prayers \\-it11 a single spirit 
to

 th
e alm

ighty L
ord. 

W
h

en
 th

e ancient d
o

o
r o

f th
e left-hand entrance, th

ro
u

g
h

 \\.hich S
t 

B
rigid w

as accustom
ed to

 en
ter th

e ch
~

irch
, \\r~

ls 
set o

n
 its hinges b!. 

the 
craftsm

en, it did n
o

t fill the nehv entrancc of th
e rebuilt c

h
~

~
rc

h
. 

In f'icr, a 
cluarter o

f th
e o

p
en

in
g

 M
.as left unclosed and agape. If a fourth p

~
rt, 

b\. 
height, w

ere ad
d

ed
, then the d

o
o

r coulci be restored to
 fit the opcning. 

2
2

3
 

rtificers d
e

l~
b

c
r~

~
tc

d
 

an
d

 discussecl \\hethe1 the\ 
should ~n'lltc a 

etel!, 
new

, a~
icl larger, d

o
o

r \\ h
~

c
h

 \I o~
llcl fill the openlng, o

r \vhcthcr 
uld rndltc 

'1 
t~

m
b

c
r p~

ccc to
 att'1cIi 

to
 tlic old cioor, to

 h
n

n
g

 ~
t 

cl~urecl sl~
c

. 
'T

he glftcd m
'lstcr, w

h
o

 ti 
~

n '111 
these m

~
tte

rs the 
craftsm

an of the Ir~
sh

, gal e \vlsc 'id\ ~
c

c
 "'CVc oughtn-lie 

sa~d-"ln 
lin

g
 night, alo

n
g

s~
d

e St K
r~

g
ld

, to
 pr'l! 

fi~
tlifi~

ll\ 
to

 th
e L

ord so 
f* 

\he niay ~
ndlc.itc 111 the rnornlng n

Ii'~
t n7

c \h
o

~
ild

 do
 "
 .A

nd so he 

f: qpm
: the n

 hole n
~

g
h

t pr1\~111g 
hefore S

t lil-~
p

~
d

'\ 
\hr111c 

-%
m

i. 
haring sent o

n
 111s pr,l\er, he ro

w
 In the rnornlng sn

d
 brought the 

aL1 ilm
r aid

 p
l~

ccd
 it o

n
 its llm

gc\. It clc)scd the opcnlnp co
m

~
~

lctrly
. 

T
here 

w
m

 no gap, n
o

 o
\ crl'1p. A

nd so S
t 13r1g1d c\tc~

id
cd

 the helglit of tlic door so
 

k 
II filled tlic o

p
en

~
n

g
, .lnd ~

i
o

 
cipcrrure c

o
~

~
ld

 
he x

c
n

 ckccpi ~
v

h
en

 the 
w

as pusheel back to
 allow

 cntr!, to
 the church A

nd th
~

s 
m

iracle of the 
's po\ver 15 plaln to

 tlie eyes o
f~

ll 
w

ho see this doorw
c~!r and door. 

[B
r~

g
td

's city] 

1 b
 u
 h

o
 could con\ ey 111 \L

ords the suprem
e hcaoty o

f her church and the 
%

i 
m

iantless w
onders o

f her city
, o

f \\~
h

~
c

h
 

w
e \x~

ould spe'11i 
"C

~
ty

" 1s th
e 

a&#r 
~

v
o

rd
 for ~

t
.

 
that so

 nlaliy people are 11\,11ig there justifies the tltle. It 
h

a
 great m

etropolis, ~
1

1
th

ln
 

w
hose outslz~rts-w

hich 
S

t R
r~

g
id

 marlzed o
u

t 
&

 a clearly defined boundary-no 
earthl>

r adversary 1s feared, n
o

r dnv 
b-enrsion o

f cnelnles 
F

or th
e city is the safest place o

f refuge am
o

n
g

 a!l 
'
e
 

to\irns o
f the w

hole land o
f the Irish, 1

~
1

th
 

all their fugitives. It 1s ,I p
lx

e 
bp 

w
here the treasures of lungs A

re looked after, and ~
t 1s reckolled to

 be suprem
e 

k! 
k
 e

m
d

 order. 
h 

.*d 
w

h
o

 could lli~
m

b
er the \r'ir~cd crow

ds '~
n

d
 countless people tvho 

t 
garher in from

 '111 
terr~

to
r~

es? 
S

oine co
m

e for th
e a

b
~

~
n

d
~

in
c

c
 

o
f festivals, 

1 
c~w

hers com
e to

 n
~

atch
 the crom

rds g
o

 b
\~

, others co
m

e w
~

th
 

great gifts to
 



th
e celebration o

fth
c

 birth in
to

 lic;1\.cn o
f S

t 12rigicl \\./lo
, o

n
 the Fir5t of 

Februnr!,, 
fC

~
llin

g
 

~
slc

c
p

, s,ifcl\ l,licl 
clo

\\,~
r 
th

e b
u

rd
en

 o
f hcl- tlc.11 ,lntl 

follo\ved th
e L

am
b

 o
f C

;oci 
in

to
 th

e Iic,l\.cnl!~ m
.ln

sio
n

. 

I b
eg

 tlic in
il~

~
lg

e
~

iic
 

o
f' tlic hrotlicss anci o

f' sc~
d

cl-5
 of' tiicsc cpisocics, 

since I 11:icl n
o

 psctcnsioii to
 line\\ leclge b

~
~

t
 

\\ .is io~
iipcllcci l-r\ obcciicnic 

to
 skim

 o\.cr the grc,lt sc'l o
f S

t R
ri~

i~
l's 
\\ o

~
~

c
lc

rf~
~

l 
\\ o

rk
--m

i~
ctlii~

ig
 to

 

be fcarcci h!~ tlic br,i\.ct-'uid 
to

 oft21- in ri~
stii I,u

ig
~

~
.~

g
c 

tlic\c tc\\ n,lrr,ltn es 
o

f tlie grc'ltcst m
iracles. 

Pra!. 
for m

e (:ogitosus 
L
"i li,\cdli.l. 

\\.lie ,In1 \\-o
rth

y
 of hl.lm

c. I u
r

~
c

 
!.ou 

to
 conim

cnct m
e to

 th
e gooci 1,ord in !.our ~

I.,I\.C
S

~
: 

~
1

1
c

i 11
i,1

\. G
o

~
i 

grant !rou th
e pe'lce of the G

ospel. 
H

crc en
d

s th
e lifc o

fS
t R

ripicl the \.irg
~

n
. 

in
ts 

A 
[T

lic first o
rd

er] 

rst o
rd

er ofs;iints \\as in the tim
e o

f P
atricli. T

h
cy

 \\w
e all bishops, 

nt and hol!. 
,~nct fillccl \\.it11 the H

al!' S
pirit, n

u
n

~
b

erin
g

 three hundred 
ifty. 

\\.ere founclcrs o
f churches, \\rho \\.orshippccl o

n
e h

ead
, 

, folio\\-eel o
n

e lc.~clc~-, 
I'ntrick, 

h'lci one tonsusc and o
n

e Iiturg. of tlic 
, and cclcbratcci o

n
e E

,lstcr (th,lt is, ,lftcr th
e spring eq

u
in

o
x

). W
h

at 
cludccl fi-om

 the io
m

m
u

iiio
n

 of o
n

e ch
u

rch
, :ill cscludccl. T

he!/ 
dicl 

reject th
e g

o
\.c~

-n
m

cn
t Llnci tlic coliip'lny 

o
f \\.om

en b
cca~

lse, since 
fou11d:ition \\ a

5
 the roclc. (:lirist, the\. elid n

o
t f

c
~

r
 

the \\.ind of tem
p

- 
. T

h
is o

rd
er of s,lints 1,istcd tlirougli four reigns: tli,lt is, ti-om

 th
e 

)f Idoeguisc so
n

 of S
i,lIl, \\-1

1
0
 I-ciglicci tliil-t!,-sc\.cn !rc,lrs, ,~

n
d

 hilill 
c.~

r:l,~
~

iicd
 

A
IoIt, 

\\ lio 1.cigncci rliirt! 
\.c,~

rs, 'inel I,ug,licl, \\ lio reigned s
c

\w
 

A
nd thi\ o

rd
er ofs,iints 1,istccl i~

n
til tlic en

d
 of th

e tim
e o

f 'I'uatIi:~l 
.\!~

elg
a~

-b
.' 
'Tile!- ~

i
l

 
continued to

 he l~ol!, bisliops, 'lncl for tlie grc'itcr p,lr-t 
:5c>. \\,ere o

fF
rL

l~
ik

isl~
 

JIIL
~

 1<01ii~11i 
J

I
I

~
~

 
13ritisli L

l~ici 
Iris11 origin. 

-7
 t ns second orilcs of \.lints 

\\.,IS 
,IS follo\\,s. In this ~

c
c

o
n

d
 ord

er there \izcrc 
:
2

 fact fc\\ hishops b
u

t rn,ln!. 
priests, to

 th
e ~

il~
m

b
c

r 
o

f th
ree li~

~
n

clred
. 

The!. 
\vorsIiippccl o

n
e C

;ocl ,ls their lic,id. T
he!. 

1
1

~
d

 cli\~
crse liturgics 'ind 

J~
\.erse rules of lifc, but the!. cclcbr,ltcd o

n
e E

aster (tli,lt is, o
n

 the fo
~

~
rtccn

th
 

<)!'the 
m

oon I, .11icl tile!. 
pr,~

cti\cii one toiisurc, fi-om
 c,lr to

 e
x

. T
hey sli~

~
n

n
cd

 
rh

r. com
pnn!. 

 n
il th

e \cr\.iies o
f \\,o

m
en

 ancl csclucled th
em

 fro
m

 their 
m

onastcrics. ?'his orcicr l,lstccl 
,IS h

r
 ,ls h

~
~

r
 

reigns, t
h

~
t

 
is, from

 th
e en

d
 o

f 
the reign of?'u,ithal 

A
l,lclg,~rb tliro

~
~

g
h

 
the tliir~

r ye,ll-s in \vIiicli 1)inrm
nit son 

ofC
crb6l rcigncci, tllro

l~
g

h
 the ti~

lic of the t\tS
o dcsccndunts of M

~
~

ircd
,icli,~

 
. 

. 
;

.
 ' 1

.
 

3
.
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l,S
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